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Minutes: Research Committee 

20 June 2022, 11:15 – 12:15,  RMA Office 
  

 
  
Present   
Dr Joe Judge, Chair 
Mr Jim Farish 
Dr Aileen Burnett  
Ms Michele Gilluley 
 
In Attendance 
Mr Mark McSherry, Chief Executive 
Mr Geoffrey Tordzro-Taylor, Head of Development 
Mrs Debbie Campbell, Head of OLR 
Mrs Rachel Webb, Development Lead 
 
 
1. Prior to the meeting starting, Committee members raised that the papers weren’t available. 

This was the result of a technical glitch on Diligent and it was decided that due to 
Committee members not having time to review papers before the meeting, certain items 
would be moved to the next Committee meeting. 

 
 
Apologies  
 
2. No apologies were noted.  
 
 
Declarations of Interest  
 
3. No declarations of interest were noted.  
 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes 
 
4. No previous minutes for approval 

 
 

Corporate Governance  
 
5. Terms of Reference - Committee Paper 1 

 
5.1. The Committee had already seen the ToR at a previous meeting. There were no 

comments in relation to the ToR. Geoff noted that this would be kept on the agenda 
for the next meeting.  

Action: HoD 
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6. Update on use of data – Verbal Update 
 
6.1. Geoff explained that the use of data we hold for research had been raised at a 

previous meeting. Rachel detailed that this had been raised with our Governance 
Officer who confirmed that the legislative functions outlined in the Criminal Justice 
(Scotland) Act 2003 in relation to Policy and Research allow us to use documents 
such as RMPs, AIRs and RARs as a source of data.  
 

6.2. The RMA has statutory duties under the Criminal Justice Scotland Act 2003 which 
are to be exercised for the promotion of effective risk assessment and minimisation; 
specifically the RMA is to ‘compile and keep under review information about the 
provision of services in Scotland’ and ‘promote effective practice’. The Act also states 
that the RMA may ‘carry out, commission or co-ordinate research and publish the 
results of such research’ in relation to its statutory duties.  Article 5 (1)(b) of the GDPR 
allows for further processing of the data if it is for statistical purposes and in the public 
interest, as this is not considered to be incompatible with the initial purposes 
(‘purpose limitation’). 
  

6.3. Rachel added that if processing criminal conviction data or data about offences, there 
must be both a lawful basis for general processing and an additional condition for 
processing this type of data.  
 

6.4. The lawful bases for processing are set out in article 6 of the UK GDPR and at least 
one of these must apply. We would meet Article 6, section 8 – public task which is 
where the processing is necessary for you to perform a task in the public interest or 
for your official functions, and the task or function has a clear basis in law. This can 
apply if you are either: 
 
6.4.1. carrying out a specific task in the public interest which is laid down by law; or 
6.4.2. exercising official authority (for example, a public body’s tasks, functions, duties 

or powers) which is laid down by law. 
 

6.5. As such, the RMA would be conducting research in line with our statutory functions. 
In terms of the additional condition for processing, there are 28 conditions which are 
available for the processing of criminal offence data which are set out in the Data 
Protection Act 2018. Rachel noted the RMA would meet the research condition.   

 
 
7. Framework for Research, Governance, Management and Assurance (FRGMA) - 

Committee Paper 2 
 

7.1. Geoff introduced the FRGMA noting that this will be a new way of us managing 
research projects. Geoff gave a high level outline of the sections including the 
introduction and consideration of research ideas and the implementation of lessons 
learned at the end of projects. Geoff noted that all new projects with full ethics will go 
to the Research Committee where a Research Consideration Report (RCR) will be 
completed. Geoff said the implementation of the FRGMA will be reviewed by the 
Committee annually and that this is a pilot of it and we will learn from doing it.  

 
 
Research and Ethics Proposals  
 
8. Internet Offending Research - Committee Paper 3 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2003/7/section/4
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8.1. As Committee members didn’t have time to review this prior to the meeting, it was 
agreed that this would be carried over to the next meeting.  

Action: HoD 
 
 
Updates on Ongoing Projects 
 
9. Research on Psychopathy and Personality Disorder in OLR Population – Committee 

Paper 4 
 

9.1. Rachel detailed that following on from the research conducted on offending profiles, 
the team are going to undertake research exploring psychopathy and personality 
disorder. The study will provide insight into the methods in which personality is 
assessed at the point of the RAR, as well as the outcomes of those assessments. It 
will consider personality disorder  rates from diagnoses, probable diagnoses, and trait 
levels. Rachel mentioned that this work is currently being planned out and options 
are being considered such as splitting this into two studies – one focused on 
psychopathy and the other focused on personality disorder.  

 
 
10. Research on the Offending Profiles of the OLR Population – Committee Paper 4 
 

10.1. Rachel detailed that there is now a full design draft of the report which the team will 
be reviewing over the next fortnight before it goes back to the designer for the final 
changes. Rachel noted that following this, the report will be published on the RMA 
website and the team will be engaging in a number of inputs including a workshop at 
NOTA.  

 
 
11. What Works Review – Committee Paper 4 
 

11.1. Rachel detailed that the aim of the What Works Review is to produce a 
service/provision for practitioners and policy makers that provides an evaluation of 
the effectiveness of different risk management methods. Rachel noted that this will 
involve reviewing literature, research and evaluations of different areas of risk 
management and then drafting entries on the areas which will be published on the 
RMA website. It was noted that work on this project has recently commenced, with 
members of the team currently examining literature on schema therapy and RNR 
model.  
 

11.2. Rachel added that this will be a long term objective and that we plan to invite other 
members of staff across the RMA to be involved in the project and select an area of 
risk management based on their interest and expertise. Jim raised how things carry 
over into practice and Geoff noted that there will be a responsivity section that will 
either be a standalone entry or factored into other entries. There was a general 
discussion between Committee members around this project supporting practitioners 
and services in terms of how to implement something in a way that makes it individual 
and more likely to be effective. 

 
 
12. OLR Qualitative Study (Experiences of release and recall) – Verbal Update 

 
12.1. Debbie provided an update on the qualitative study currently being undertaken by the 
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OLR team, noting that Jihad is currently working on producing a draft whilst Clare in 
the Development Team undertakes an internal audit. Debbie mentioned that extracts 
of interviews and themes that have been pulled out are currently displayed in the 
library for anyone who wanted to go in and have a look. Debbie detailed that the team 
are currently considering how best to share some of the findings of the research and 
one idea was to have audio clips of excerpts of interviews. Jim thought this was a 
good idea and Mark noted that there would need to be consideration of the impact on 
victims in relation to reading the OLR research or listening to audio clips.  

 
 
Other Competent Business  
 
13. External research project on OLR 

 
13.1. Geoff detailed that we had recently provided data to a researcher at Glasgow 

University. However, due to difficulties in them being able to secure data from Police 
as originally planned, it had impacted on the research they were conducting. A 
researcher from Glasgow Uni had approached us to discuss conducting research 
examining IPV using RMPs as a source of data. Geoff added that if we were to 
proceed with this, we would ensure there was training in relation to the RMPs but we 
would also be mindful of only sharing what had to be shared from the RMP. 
Committee members were content for this work to proceed as long as the correct 
governance in place to facilitate it.  

Action: HoD 
 
 
14. Before the meeting concluded, Geoff asked if committee members were content with us 

making arrangements with Rachel at Glasgow University to avoid delays as the next 
meeting of the Committee is in four months’ time. Committee members agreed with this.  

 
 

15. Date of Next Meeting - 24 October 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


